CHAPTER  XI

MONTAIGNE THE MAYOR.*   CLOSING YEARS

THE first act of Montaigne on learning that he
had been elected mayor of Bordeaux was an ex-
pression of his wish to be " excused". A letter
from Henri III., written at Paris five days before
the traveller's arrival at the chateau, expressly en-
joined him, under pain of the King's serious dis-
pleasure, to yield to the wishes of his fellow citi-
zens. It was a time when the pointer of the
political weather-glass trembled towards concilia-
tion. Montaigne's predecessor in the mayoralty,
a fiery spirit, the Marshal de Biron, had made
himself unpleasing to the people, to Henri of
Navarre, to his Queen, and now to Henri III. in
his pacific mood. The election of Montaigne
gratified all parties, except Biron and Biron's son.
Montaigne's father had been a mayor devoted to
his municipal duties; he was himself a man of
some wealth and of much distinction; he was
known to be no violent partisan, but on the con-
trary eminently reasonable, moderate, and dis-
creet. But, if he was not old, he felt that he had
lost some of his youthful energy; his health was
323ugust, he returned to the Baths, and there
